[bookmark: _GoBack]Request:  With the Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin and Cherish All Children I request that you support

1. the $2 million budgeted for trafficked youth in our proposed state budget.  And in the future please encourage increasing the funding.  
2. any proposed bill (now or in the future) which clarifies that youth under 18 who has engaged in, or has attempted to engage in, a commercial sex act is treated as a victim of a severe form of trafficking in persons.  This is called a Safe Harbor Law.
a. Rep. Jill Billings and Rep. LaTonya Johnson are currently drafting this legislation; working with DCF, DOJ and other entities to craft a strong, passable bill.
Reasons for Request:  Please keep the funding in the proposed budget because youth who have an opportunity to leave the forceful confines of sex trafficking 
· need special services 
· need a safe place (many youth have no safe home to which they can return)  

A Safe Harbor law is needed because even though there are good laws in place that facilitate minors under 17 are treated as victims, and there is a law that now makes it easier to expunge prostitution charges for people of any age, we still need more clarity.
· We need to ensure formerly trafficked youth receive services rather than be placed in the juvenile system, or in the case of 17 year-old youth, be charged with a crime that goes on their permanent records.
· 17 year-old youth are currently charged as adults in Wisconsin.  In this session a bill is being presented to change the law back to charging youth who commit nonviolent crimes in the juvenile system.  However, right now a 17 year-old youth could be charged with prostitution and have it on her or his permanent record unless it is expunged.  Also 17 year-old youth under the current system do not qualify for youth services.
· In addition a bill that recently passed in the U.S. Senate if passed into law would give a preference for Department of Justice law enforcement grants to states that adopt “safe harbor” laws.  The bill is S 166

Thank you for the legislature’s recent unanimous support of the bill that requires the Wisconsin Department of Justice (DOJ) to establish a public awareness campaign with posters that have a national hotline on them to assist victims human trafficking.  We are pleased that the DOJ will make the posters available and encourage key establishments to post them.

Thank you for the bill passed to help victims of trafficking in the last legislative session.  The law changed the legal meaning of the word “consent” for people coerced into prostitution.  The law also places a stronger emphasis on punishing the traffickers and pimps.
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Fact Sheet

13th Amendment of the Constitution of the United States, Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.  1865
Human trafficking:  The use of force, fraud, or coercion to obtain some type of labor or commercial sex act.
Sex trafficking:  “For-profit” sex act that is induced by force, fraud or coercion. Child prostitution is equivalent to trafficking under the law according to Wisconsin Statute § 948.051: Trafficking of a Child

· There are an estimated 36 million people in modern-day slavery in the world today. 
· Of these, at least 4.5 million are forced into sexual exploitation around the world.  ​
· Human trafficking (both sex and labor trafficking) is the fastest growing organized crime and is the second largest criminal enterprise in the world. 
· Human trafficking generates $32 billion per year in profits.
· 98% of sexually trafficked victims are women and girls.  
· In the United States there are an estimated 100,000 – 300,000 children prostituted each year. 
· 33% of children that run away are lured into prostitution within 48 hours of leaving home. 
· Mortality rate for prostitutes can be 100 times greater than the general population. 
· ​The average entry age of girls into prostitution is 12 – 14 and the average entry age of boys into prostitution is 11 – 13.
· 46% of prostitutes attempt suicide 

Wisconsin Sex-Trafficking of Minors
It is difficult to determine how many youth are being sex trafficked in Wisconsin right now but to date (2015) cases have been reported across the state, and as awareness of sex trafficking increases professionals are recognizing more youth who are victims of trafficking.  Jan Miyazaki, the director of Madison’s Project Respect, said that in her work with local women in the sex trade, she encounters between 50-75 cases a year involving force, fraud or coercion. A community educator who works with Milwaukee minors in the sex trade said she has come into contact with more than 100 young people in the past year that she believes fit the definition of human trafficking victims.  
More than 200 victims of human trafficking have been identified across half of Wisconsin’s counties, according to the Wisconsin Dept. of Justice (2013). During a nationwide FBI-coordinated investigation of trafficking in July 2013, 10 children were rescued in “Operation Cross Country” in Wisconsin alone. 100 suspected traffickers were arrested in a single day in the state. Nationwide 105 minors were recovered and 159 suspected pimps were arrested, not including the 100 arrests in Wisconsin. The 3-day operation covered 76 U.S. cities. The
rescued victims ranged in age from 14-17 years old.
Definitions of trafficking from: Wisconsin Human Trafficking Committee and Wisconsin Office of Justice Assistance (January 2012) and Wisconsin Human Trafficking Protocol and Resource Manual.  Thank you to websites of Fierce Freedom and Slave Free Madison for facts and inspiration.
